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Introduction 
 

  

The short story collection entitled The Golden Chapel of Sin-Town 

(โบสถ์สีทองของเมืองบาป) was written by Ussiri Dharmmachoti who was the 

“SEA Write” Award winner for the year 1981 and who has become a 

writer of international reputation. 

 

The Golden Chapel of Sin-Town collects together 12 short stories which 

have been praised by Thai readers and critics alike as having real value 

and lasting merit, seeking as they do to illuminate the wider perspectives 

of Contemporary Thai Literature. Most of the social and cultural scenes 

in the collection reflect the writer’s concerns about his country and its 

people, his indignant resistance to social evils and his pursuit of the ideal. 

The scars that have been left on Thai society by the movement from an 

agricultural to an industrial economy,  the new pursuit of material 

gratification,  the growing dissatisfaction with social conditions - -  all 

these are portrayed in the stories of, among others, a desperate peasant, a 

disillusioned teacher, a spiritually-crushed prostitute, a greedy journalist, 

a nostalgic father, a prejudiced mother-in-law, a displaced and misplaced 

farmer, a hopeless day labourer, and a sinister politician. The plight of his 

fellow Thais has truly been captured by Ussiri Dharmmachoti’s 

sensitivity. I am fully confident that this selection represents an authentic 

contemporary Thai voice that should be heard outside his own culture. 

 

For my part as a translator, I hope this short story collection will give 

people of English speaking countries the opportunity to gain further 

insight into Thai culture, values and lifestyle; to give Thai writers a wider 
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audience and greater recognition in foreign countries; to assist in building 

a deeper understanding between the foreign reader and his Thai 

counterpart; to promote Thai studies in foreign countries, as well as to 

provide a place for Contemporary Thai Literature in the curriculum of 

other countries. 

 

I owe a debt of gratitude to Prof. Christopher Woodman who read and 

commented on earlier draft of some stories in the translated version and 

whose guidance and suggestions have pointed me in certain new 

directions towards improving it. 

 

My warmest thanks go to Mr. John Cadet, my editor. His ‘inside’ 

understanding of Thai scenes and Thai literature as well as his great 

editing skills including his patience have contributed to whatever success 

the work may have. 

 

Also, to Mr. Ussiri Dharmmachoti, the writer of these short stories who 

allowed me to translate them, I wish to express my deepest appreciation. 

 

  

 

 

                                               Supannee Pinmanee 

                                                   Translator 
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